
     Over the past summer many joined me in a  

combined Sunday Connect Group and in that group, 

among other things, we discussed values. In that  

conversation, some values kind of crystalized as values 

that we would like to aspire to and values that are true 

to the heart of our church. Ideas around these values 

had been floating through my head a bit before, but 

this group really helped me and helped one another 

solidify these. And I am proposing that we really set our 

eyes on these things this coming year, that they would 

help guide the decisions we'll need to make and the 

direction we believe God wants us to go.  

     The values we came to are: Kingdom Vision,  

Transformational Discipleship, Spectacular Hospitality 

     These values are both true to who Pritchard has  

always been, but also things we need to work toward 

and aspire to.  

     Kingdom vision. Kingdom vision is about our why. 

Why do we serve people? Why do we want to be  

transformed? Why do we worship?  

     See, often we have worldly vision. Worldly vision is 

concerned with all the "regular" business types of 

things. What is profitable? What is our return on  

investment? How can we increase the bottom line? 

Those are fine questions, but they are not the reason 

Jesus founded the church. The church was always meant 

to be a kingdom resource, serving and building and 

working toward the kingdom of God, here, now, in this 

world. Kingdom vision sets guidelines for that. We do 

for those that cannot return the favor. We help the  

helpless. We engage and love people who are not like 

us. We do these things because that is what the  

kingdom is like, and Jesus told us: seek first the  

kingdom. 

     Transformational discipleship. All too often we settle 

for comfortable discipleship, but transformational  

discipleship is much like a butterfly emerging from a 

chrysalis.  

     The invitation from Jesus is to be something we've 

never been and to be transformed into his image in this 

world. Transformation requires us to do things we've 

never done in order to become people we've never 

been. This is a life-long journey for the disciples of  

Jesus, and many of us short-change ourselves by  

settling into comfortable routine.                  
                                                                         (continued…) 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     Spectacular hospitality. Whole hearted hospitality. Holy 

hospitality. The adjectives are endless, but I encourage you  

to consider your own. 

     Many of us think this is simply about greeting people 

when they make it to the sanctuary. And while it includes that, 

it is not over there. And it doesn't begin there either!  

Spectacular hospitality includes our web presence; do we  

create online spaces where people can participate and  

belong? On Sunday it continues in our parking lots and  

lobbies. What kind of signage do we have? Can guests find 

their way to our worship services? Then it continues AFTER 

someone joins even, are we creating pathways for these folks 

to fully join the church body? Do we listen to the views and 

opinions of new members as much as those who were born in 

the church? Spectacular hospitality demands we ask and 

wrestle with these questions, and therefore that our  

hospitality echoes that of Jesus Christ himself.  

     My hope is that these values begin to permeate our  

conversations and activities, and my hope is we continue to 

strive towards them and work together so that Jesus will reign 

at Pritchard as he reigns in the kingdom.  

                                                                                           Chris Richardson 

 

A Summary of the Pritchard Church Monthly Financial Report: JULY 2025 

     Important things to note about this report: While being behind 

budget this time of the year is not atypical, some of the shortfall for  

the month is because 3 paydays were on the July books instead of the  

usual 2. Year-to-date, the parking lot revenue has not been what we 

anticipated. On a good note, giving is actually well ahead of this time 

last year, and that says more than one might conclude at first glance. 

Here’s why. 

     Giving is an essential part of our walk with Jesus Christ. When we 

give, we are expressing that we have put God first in our lives and give thanks to him. For a brief period on earth, God gives us 

time, energy, and resources. What we do with these gifts ultimately defines the character of our life and the depth of our  

spiritual understanding.  

     The ministries of Pritchard are funded through the grace of God and your faithful giving. We believe that God’s work 

through Pritchard is to be supported by God’s people following the Biblical model for stewardship. But what is the Biblical 

model for stewardship? How do stewardship, giving, generosity, tithes, and offerings, common words used when the subject of 

money is talked about in church, relate to each other and us? What do they mean to us? What impact do they have on us?  

     A word that is less used than any of the list of words in the previous paragraph, that frankly, is more important than any of 

them, biblically, is transformation. See, biblically, giving is more about the transformational work that God does in us than it is 

about what our giving accomplishes in the world. 

     A friend of mine, who gives significant amounts of money to his church and missions, gets it. He regularly says, “God don’t 

need your stinkin’ money.” What he is saying in his redneck way is that if our focus is on what is accomplished because of what 

we give, we are discounting what God can do (remember, He owns it all) and elevating our importance to an ungodly level.  

Additionally, we are missing out on what God can and will do to us when we give; he will transform us.  

     We see this when Paul thanked the Philippians for their gift. In 4:17, his focus was not on what their giving was going to  

accomplish in the ministry, but rather on what their giving was going to accomplish in them! Paul was more excited about what 

happened to them and their relationship with God than he was for the gift that he had received.  

     When we start thinking about our giving in terms of transformation, the things that can trip us up will start fading away. 

How much we give, what we call our gift, and what our giving accomplishes becomes increasingly irrelevant as God’s work in us 

takes center stage in our thoughts, actions, and desires.                                                                                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       Saved to Serve, Rusty Thomaston 

2025 ANNUAL BUDGET: $1,541,438 

WEEKLY NEEDS TO MEET BUDGET: $29,643 

  A copy of the full report is available on request. 

                                 JULY                YEAR-TO-DATE 

Revenue                 $  89,952                   $755,439                                                

Expenses               $136,768                   $878,740                                                

Net Income         -$  46,816                  -$123,300 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Brock and Grace Gusler 
BY LETTER 

We Express Our Love and Sympathy to... 
    Peggy Cherry in the passing of her husband, Ken Cherry. 

    Sandy Britt in the passing of her husband, Wayne Britt. 

 Chuck and Gail Foresyth in the passing of his brother; and 

Gabby Foresyth in the passing of her uncle, Robert Foresyth. 

 Cy and Nancy Elder in the passing of his brother; Kevin 

Elder and Mac Elder in the passing of their uncle, Glenn Elder. 

 Bobby and April Morrow in the passing of his mother;  

Spencer Morrow and Haley Morris in the passing of their 

grandmother, Beverly Morrow. 

 Ray Register in the passing of his wife, Rose Mary Register. 
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Staff Anniversary 
     This month, we’re celebrating Rev. Grace Sykes, who serves 

as Associate Pastor and Women’s Ministry Leader. Grace has 

been a part of Pritchard since she came into this world! She 

received her Bachelor of Arts in Discipleship Studies and a 

Master of Divinity in Pastoral Care and Counseling. She was 

most recently awarded the Robert L. Lamb Ministry Award for 

excelling in her academic career from The School of Divinity at 

Gardner-Webb University. She serves as a Chaplain at Atrium 

Health CMC and CaroMont Regional Medical Center. She 

joined our team September 5, 2023. Happy 2 year anniversary, 

Grace! We love you! 
“We give thanks to God always for you….”  

1 Thessalonians 1:2 
 

Sweet Spirits Kick-Off 
     Wednesday, September 10 at 11:00am you’re invited to 

discover all the amazing features Church Center has to offer! 

Whether it’s assistance with downloading or navigating the 

app, or you're already familiar with its ins and outs, we  

welcome you! Afterwards, we’ll indulge in a delightful BBQ 

meal with all the fixings: white slaw, slider rolls, baked beans, 

chips, and chocolate eclair for dessert. Register by September 

5, for a fee of $10; after this date, the cost will increase to $12. 

Mary Brooks-Brown 
BY STATEMENT 

Parking Deck Information 
     Metropolis has been hired to help the Dowd YMCA monitor the parking deck users. This change does not affect Pritchard 

Church users, but if you park in the deck, please take note. You will need to validate your vehicle during these hours: Sunday 

12:00pm–7:30pm, Monday until 9:30pm, Tuesday until 10:00pm, Wednesday until 9:30pm, and Saturday until 12:30pm. You may 

scan the QR code located throughout our campus or use the link: https://validation.metropolis.io 

  

Sunday Morning Parking  
     On Sunday mornings, if possible, please park in the upper lot, parking deck or behind the Overflow Center (Gym). We would 

like to leave the lower lot available for guests or individuals who may need to avoid a long walk to church. 



 

 

 

 

Wednesday, September 17 

6:30am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Tryon House) 

10:00am-4:00pm—Thrift Store open 

6:30pm-8:00pm—Choir Rehearsal 

6:30pm-9:00pm—Pickleball 

Thursday, September 18 

6:30am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Jonathan’s in Matthews) 

10:15am—Sunago Singers 

6:00pm—Stewardship Meeting (virtual) 

Friday, September 19 

Saturday, September 20 

5:00pm-7:00pm—More Than Conquerors (TENTATIVE) 

Sunday, September 21 

9:00am—Children and Youth Programming 

9:15am—Connect Groups 

10:30am—Worship  

11:45am-12:15pm—Youth Choir 

Monday, September 22 

Tuesday, September 23 

10:00am-12:00pm—Volunteers to Crisis Assistance 

Wednesday, September 24 

6:30am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Tryon House) 

8:30am—Women’s Prayer Breakfast (Tryon House) 

6:30pm-8:00pm—Choir Rehearsal 

6:30pm-9:00pm—Pickleball 

Thursday, September 25 

6:30am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Jonathan’s in Matthews) 

10:15am—Sunago Singers 

6:30pm—Worship Committee Meeting (virtual) 

Friday, September 26 

Saturday, September 27 

5:00pm-7:00pm—More Than Conquerors (TENTATIVE) 

5:00pm—Youth to Scarowinds 

Sunday, September 28 

9:00am—Children and Youth Programming 

9:15am—Connect Groups 

10:30am—Worship  

11:45am-12:15pm—Youth Choir 

Monday, September 29 

Tuesday, September 30 

12:00pm-3:00pm—Pickleball 

Monday, September 1...LABOR DAY/CAMPUS CLOSED 

Tuesday, September 2 

10:30am—Women on Mission 

2:00pm—Afternoon Bible Study Group (Spence home) 

Wednesday, September 3 

6:30am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Tryon House) 

10:00am-4:00pm—Thrift Store open (1/2 off sale!) 

6:30pm-9:00pm—Pickleball 

6:30pm-8:00pm—Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, September 4 

6:30am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Jonathan’s in Matthews) 

10:15am—Sunago Singers 

Friday, September 5 

Saturday, September 6 

5:00pm-7:00pm—More Than Conquerors  

5:00pm-8:30pm—Pritchard Kids Parent’s Night Out 

Sunday, September 7 

9:00am—Children and Youth Programming 

9:15am—Connect Groups 

10:30am—Worship/Jersey Day! 

11:45am-12:15pm—Youth Choir 

Monday, September 8 

Tuesday, September 9 

10:00am—See ‘n Sew 

Wednesday, September 10 

6:30am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Tryon House) 

11:00am-1:00pm—Sweet Spirits 

6:30pm-8:00pm—Choir Rehearsal 

6:30pm-9:00pm—Pickleball 

Thursday, September 11 

6:30am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Jonathan’s in Matthews) 

10:15am—Sunago Singers 

Friday, September 12 

Saturday, September 13 

9:30am-11:30am—WMU Leadership Meeting 

5:00pm-7:00pm—More Than Conquerors 

Sunday, September 14 

9:00am—Children and Youth Programming 

9:15am—Connect Groups 

10:30am—Worship 

11:45am-12:15pm—Youth Choir 

5:00pm-7:00pm—All on the Table 

Monday, September 15 

6:30pm-7:45pm—Deacons Meeting 

Tuesday, September 16 

12:00pm-3:00pm—Pickleball 

Don't Fall for Scammers 

     This is a friendly reminder to ignore and delete 

any emails from ministerial and office staff that do 

not adhere to the format of their first initial 

followed by their full last name 

@pritchardchurch.com. Please keep in mind that 

the ministerial and office staff will never request 

urgent contact or ask for money or gift cards. While we wish to 

put an end to scammers, they are not hacking into our emails; 

they are simply spoofing them, meaning they imitate us without 

infiltrating our systems. Therefore, our best course of action is to 

continually remind everyone of these realities.  


