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BORN TO BRING YOU LIFE

ADVENT AT PRITCHARD CHURCH

November 30,
December 7, 14, & 21 at 10:30 AM

Light the Night

DECEMBER 5 4:30 - 7:00 PM

Blue Chrittmas Service

DECEMBER 21 5:00 - 6:00 PM

Chittmas Eve Service

DECEMBER 24 5:00 - 6:00 PM

1117 SOUTH BVLD
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Savior

Do you ever wonder how you might have
approached? You saw his star in the sky, you followed
it from afar, you ended up at a barn in Bethlehem...
and here, inside that barn, or maybe it was a cave, or
maybe it was just a shed... whatever it was, you firmly
believe that inside is the Savior of the world. How
would you approach?

We are beginning the annual approach to
Bethlehem. It may seem way too early, after all we
haven't even celebrated Halloween yet! But it's not.
Honestly, it's never too early to approach. We are
approaching the Advent season. We are approaching
the Savior of the world.

Advent starts on Sunday, November 30 and we are
excited for all the various ways we hope to experience
the Christmas season this year at Pritchard.

Early in the season, we're trying a new event on
Friday, December 5 called "Light the Night." We're
calling Light the Night our "Hallmark movie". Imagine
Pritchard as a small town and our courtyard as the
Townsquare. We will have fun, activities, hot
chocolate, and more as we welcome in the Christmas
season and light the night!

Then on Sunday, December 14 we'll have a
worship service with music only. Quite a few choir
pieces, some creative readings, some interactive
videos, and more as we point our hearts and our joy
towards the Savior.

Finally, on Christmas Eve at 5pm we'll gather for
the Silent Night of welcoming Jesus our Lord.

Make plans to join us, make plans to invite friends
and family, and make plans to approach Bethlehem
with empty hands and full hearts as we once again
welcome our Savior to His world.

Chris Richardson

Lead Pastor




Pritchard Church

Monthly Generosity Report
SEPTEMBER 2025

2025 ANNUAL BUDGET: $1,541,438
WEEKLY NEEDS TO MEET BUDGET: $29,643

A copy of the full report is available on request.

SEPTEMBER YEAR-TO-DATE
Revenue $90,075 $983,756
Expenses $120,587 $1,125,421
Net Income -$30,512 -$141,685

When I googled, this is what I got: “The willingness and
habit of giving time, resources, or support to others, driven by
a spirit of unselfish kindness, compassion, and a desire for the
common good, rather than expecting anything in return. It
encompasses a wide range of acts, from giving money or
material possessions to sharing one's time, talents, or
emotional support, and reflects a person's character and
orientation to life.”

When “baptized” and viewed from a Biblical world view, it
was defined like this: “A God-given attribute and a response to
His grace, involving the cheerful sharing of one's time,
resources, and talents out of love, rather than obligation. It's
rooted in the understanding that everything comes from God
and is meant for His purposes, making it a demonstration of
stewardship and a joyful overflow of the heart.”

What are we referring to? What word is it that, to be
honest, we would like to be the recipient of? You have
probably guessed it. It's generosity. From these two
definitions, we understand that generosity includes, well,
every part of our lives!

In church, we frequently discuss being generous with our
time and talents, but we rarely discuss being generous with
our treasures—i.e., money. Have you ever wondered why that
is?

As I've thought and read about financial generosity, I've
concluded that there are at least three reasons people may
not be as generous financially: a lack of knowledge, a lack of
trust, and/or a lack of obedience.

I don't mean to insult anyone's intelligence. We all know
that it takes money to keep the lights on. (Though some may
not know that our church is not sustained by a larger agency
like some organizations are.) A lack of knowledge is a reason
people are not as generous with money, as they may simply
not understand — or have never been taught — that financial
generosity is a spiritual formation issue. It's an act of worship.

See, financial generosity reveals a person’s true motives,
values, and priorities like nothing else can. If you have never
examined the numerous places in Scripture where money is
mentioned and considered why it is mentioned, I encourage
you to do so. Like those in the Philippian church (Phil. 4:17),
you will see that when we give, God does something in us that
is even greater than what happens with the money.

A second reason people are not as generous financially is
due to a lack of trust. We may say we trust God, but do we
really? Trusting someone is to rely entirely on them; it is to act
without seeing the end, believing what they say is true. Do
you trust God or yourself the most? If you trust God with your
eternity, don't you think He can be trusted with any money He
has blessed you with? Start small and see what He will do in
you and with what you give. It won't be long, and you will
have a testimony you could share about God's trustworthi-
ness.

The third reason I've concluded that people are not as
generous financially is because of a lack of obedience. This
differs from a lack of trust because, while they trust God and
know God would never lead them astray, they simply are not
willing to do what they know God says. It is a willful choice
they have likely justified to themselves. Repentance is the only
option if this is you. Turn from this and turn to God's desire. If
you will, I am confident that you will encounter God as a
loving Father ready and willing to work in and through you for
your good and His glory.

What would it be like here at Pritchard if each member
took financial generosity seriously? Let's find out!

Saved to Serve, ﬁuy@ Thomaston

Executive Pastor

CELEBRATE THE MAGIC OF A SMALL-TOWN CHRISTMAS.
JOIN US AS WE LIGHT THE NIGHT WITH HOLIDAY CHEER!

e STROLL THE CRAFT MARKET

e SIP HOT COCOA & CIDER

°* MAKE S’'MORES BY THE FIRE

e KIDS' HOLIDAY CRAFT STATIONS
e MEET SANTA AND SNAP A PHOTO

PRITCHARD CHURCH

1117 SOUTH BLVD.
CHARLOTTE, NC 28203

DECEMBER 5 4:30-7:00 PM

A FREE COMMUNITY EVENT FOR ALL AGES




Personnel Announcements

On Wednesday, September 24 David Bailes announced
his decision to accept the call to Durham Memorial Baptist in
Charlotte as their part-time Minister of Music. David's last
day was Sunday, October 5.

We are grateful for almost 20 years that David led the
music ministry at Pritchard. Please feel free to share your
sentiments and gratitude directly to David.

The Personnel Committee is happy to announce the hiring
of Grace Grady Sykes as a full-time Associate Pastor. Grace
grew up at Pritchard in the children’s and youth ministries.
She is married to Jordan Sykes. Her parents are Todd and
Nichole Grady.

Grace has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Discipleship and a
Master of Divinity with a concentration in Pastoral Care and
Counseling. She has completed 4 units of Clinical Pastoral
Education in a trauma center. She has also recently served as
an Associate Chaplain at Caromont Health.

In addition to sharing other responsibilities with the
ministerial staff, she is responsible for Congregational Care,
Seniors and our Women'’s Ministry.

B 1 E©) s BURGERS

SENIORS MINISTRY

Wednesday, November 12 / 11:00am-1:00pm

Bingo! That's correct! Join us for an exciting time of Bingo
and Burgers. Let loose, have some fun, and when you get five
in a row, shout "BINGO!" You might just walk away with a
prize or two! Register by the end of the day on Thursday,
November 6, for a fee of $10. After this date, the cost will
increase to $12.

All On the Table

Join us for "All on the Table" on Sunday, November 9 at
5:00pm! November is always election month in the United
States, and we currently see headlines and commentary
about "Christian Nationalism." What does that mean? Is
"nationalism" the same as "patriotism"? How does the
concept of "Christian Nationalism" interact with the long-
held Baptist ideal of the separation of Church and State?

In a world of snap judgment and contentious argument,
we hope you can come, join us, and process the challenging
questions of our world. We remember each time that the
unity we find in Jesus, his death and resurrection, is greater
than any divides we find in this world.

Doors will open at 4:45 PM, and childcare will be available
from 4:45 PM to 6:00 PM for infants through 5™ graders. Sign
up on Church Center. We look forward to having you with us!

“weleothe~

To Our New Members!

Alex Fink
Madelyn McNeely

Staff Anniversary

November brings a month to recognize Stan Heiser and his
many, many years of service at Pritchard. He has held various
titles including Associate Pastor, Pastoral Care/Senior Adults,
Associate Senior Pastor, Administrator, Minister of Education
and most recently, Pastor Emeritus. He has been a cornerstone
of Pritchard since November 1, 1988.

Stan, we thank you for your 37 years of faithful service and
for loving Pritchard. You are loved and appreciated beyond
words! As we celebrate Thanksgiving and give thanks for
many things, YOU are one of those many wonderful blessings!
Happy Anniversary, “Stanie”!

“We give thanks to God always for yoa...”
1 Thessalonians 1.2

We Express Our Love and Sympathy to...
~ Bob and Debra Morgan in the passing of their daughter;
Kolton Morgan in the passing of his mother; Amanda
Berkman and Carrie Henderson in the passing of their sister,
Adrienne Morgan.

~ Ann Goble Hill and family in the passing of her father,

Ray Goble.

Willena Kiser
Casey Elias
Susan Slayton
Richard Grady
Melody Chang
James Iddings
Diana Hercules
Ann Teague
Lane Sykes
Christine Thomas
Jeff Rogers
Elaine Page
Larry Branton
Lynn Kisiah
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11/14
11/15
11/15
11/16

11/16
11/16
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11/20
11/23
11/24
11/27
11/28
11/29
11/29
11/29
11/29
11/30
11/30

Sarah Ferguson
Rhys Erickson
Melinda Beardsworth
Shelby Strickland
Rob Beatty
Malcolm Bottoms
Brock Gusler
Lauren Wall
Rosemary Goodman
Linda Franklin
Savannah Jessup
Stan Littlejohn
Lisia Shaw
Kelsey Strange




Saturday, November 1

5:00pm-7:00pm—More Than Conquerors

Sunday, November 2...COMMUNION
9:00am—-Children and Youth Programming
9:15am—Connect Groups

10:30am—Worship

11:45am—Spectacular Hospitality: First Impressions Training
Monday, November 3

10:30am—Women on Mission (notice change of date due to voting)
Tuesday, November 4...ELECTION DAY
2:00pm—Afternoon Bible Study Group (Spence home)
6:30pm—Women'’s Online Bible Study

Wednesday, November 5

6:30am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Tryon House)
10:00am-4:00pm—Thrift Store open
6:30pm-8:00pm—Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, November 6

6:30am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Jonathan’s in Matthews)
10:15am—Sunago Singers

Friday, November 7

Pritchard Kids Girl's Weekend

Saturday, November 8

9:30am-11:30am—WMU Leadership Meeting
5:00pm-7:00pm—More Than Conquerors

Sunday, November 9

9:00am—Children and Youth Programming
9:15am—Connect Groups

10:30am—Worship

11:00am—Tailgate Outreach

12:00pm—Worship Team/Tech Appreciation Lunch
5:00pm-7:00pm—-All on the Table

Monday, November 10

6:30pm-7:45pm—Deacons Meeting

Tuesday, November 11

10:00am—See 'n Sew

12:00pm-3:00pm—~Pickleball

6:30pm—Women'’s Online Bible Study

Wednesday, November 12

6:30am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Tryon House)
11:00am-1:00pm—Sweet Spirits: Bingo and Burgers!
6:30pm-8:00pm—Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, November 13

6:30am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Jonathan's in Matthews)
10:15am—Sunago Singers

Friday, November 14

Saturday, November 15

1:00pm—Visitation for the Morgan Family
2:00pm—Memorial Service for Adrienne Morgan
5:00pm-7:00pm—More Than Conquerors
Sunday, November 16

9:00am—Children and Youth Programming
9:15am—Connect Groups

10:30am—Worship

11:45am—Pritchard Kids Families Lunch at Capishe
6:00pm—Adult Choir sings at The Sharon at South Park
Monday, November 17

Operation Christmas Child Collection Week
Tuesday, November 18
12:00pm-3:00pm—-Pickleball

6:30pm—Women'’s Online Bible Study
Wednesday, November 19

6:30am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Tryon House)
10:00am-4:00pm—Thrift Store open

Thursday, November 20

6:30am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Jonathan's in Matthews)
10:15am—Sunago Singers

6:00pm—Stewardship Meeting (virtual)

Friday, November 21

Saturday, November 22

2:00pm—Memorial Service for Ray Goble
3:00pm—Visitation/Reception for Goble Family
5:00pm-7:00pm—More Than Conquerors
Sunday, November 23

9:00am—Children and Youth Programming
9:15am—Connect Groups

10:30am—Worship

11:45am—Decorate Sanctuary for Christmas
Monday, November 24

Tuesday, November 25
10:00am-12:00pm—Volunteers to Crisis Assistance
12:00pm-3:00pm—-Pickleball

6:30pm—Women'’s Online Bible Study
Wednesday, November 26

6:30am—Men'’s Prayer Breakfast (Tryon House)
8:30am—Women'’s Prayer Breakfast (Tryon House)
Thursday, November 27..THANKSGIVING DAY
CHURCH OFFICE/CAMPUS CLOSED

Friday, November 28

CHURCH OFFICE/CAMPUS CLOSED

Saturday, November 29

5:00pm-7:00pm—More Than Conquerors
Sunday, November 30...FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
9:00am—Children and Youth Programming
9:15am—Connect Groups

10:30am—Worship

11:00am—Tailgate Outreach
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Set your clocks back one hour
Saturday night before going to bed.




