
     "Chains shall he break, for the slave is our 

brother. And in His name, all oppression shall 

cease." 

     Our theme this Christmas season is "Savior." 

Jesus is the Savior. But... what does that mean? 

     Many times we simply boil down that a "savior" 

is someone who saves us from hell to get us to 

heaven. But is that all it's about? Is it something 

we put on deposit, heaven only starting after this 

life is over? And in the meantime, we wait and  

languish here on this earth? 

     I don't think that's the story Jesus came to tell 

and to live. I love the line from "O Holy Night" 

above: in His name all oppression shall cease. The 

reality is we live in an oppressive world. Hatred, 

nastiness, outrage, cruelty... we become slaves to 

these things. You don't have to go far to see the 

latest politician receiving death threats, the latest 

hurts that spread through our society, the latest 

dishonesty that grips and twists. We become 

slaves.  

     But Jesus is the chain breaker. His birth and His 

advent give us hope that we do not have to  

languish ourselves. We do not have to wait until 

this life is over. We can follow Him now, we can 

dwell with Him even here, and we can celebrate 

the joy of the Savior who ends oppression. And 

even beyond all that: we get to help Him in His 

work! This is the majesty and miracle of Christmas. 

It spreads through us, even as it spreads TO us. 

We can be the hands of the Savior, binding up the 

broken hearted, healing the ill, strengthening the 

weak. His life in us becomes the joy of the world.  

     This Advent season, I invite you to go beyond 

watching and waiting and to join in the merriment. 

Jesus' kingdom continues to prevail, and while at 

times it may be harder to see, we know the Savior. 

He is good, and He continues to bring His joy to 

this weary world.  
                                                                           Chris Richardson  
                                                                Lead Pastor  



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A Summary of the Pritchard Church 

Monthly Generosity Report 
 

OCTOBER 2025 

2025 ANNUAL BUDGET: $1,541,438 

WEEKLY NEEDS TO MEET BUDGET: $29,643 

  A copy of the full report is available on request. 
 

                                                     OCTOBER         YEAR-TO-DATE 

Generosity (Tithes & Offerings)   $68,640               $882,124 

Other Income                               $18,757               $189,029 

Total Revenue                              $87,397               $1,071,153 
                                                 

Expenses                                      $102,938             $1,228,359                                             

Net Income                                -$15,541              -$157,206 

     My preaching professor in seminary told the class our job 

was not to make the Bible relevant but to show that it is. That 

was years ago, but I’ve never forgotten those words. That 

truth has helped guide me when I share biblical truth.  

     My goal in these articles is not to try to convince you to 

do something you don’t want to do - to be generous, and 

specifically generous in your financial giving. My goal is to 

show you that the Bible has much to say about generosity - 

and giving specifically. I want to help you understand that 

generosity is a significant part of the transformed life every 

Christian is blessed to experience. Now THAT is relevant!  

     We’ve all heard the saying, “You should give more than 

you take.” That reminds us of Acts 20:35 when Paul reminded 

the Ephesian elders of Jesus’ words, “It is more blessed to 

give than to receive.” The word translated blessed literally 

means “happy in the soul.” You are more “happy in your 

soul” when you give than when you receive.  

     Reflect on your life and see if this is true. Something  

happens inside when you give. You discovered that unex-

plainable joy comes when you are a blessing. I’ve heard 

many people say something like, “I was blessed more than 

the person I want to bless” when they were generous with 

their time, talent, or treasure.  

     Scripture tells us that Jesus came to give us a “rich and 

satisfying/abundant life.” We can’t separate giving from hav-

ing the life Jesus desires for us. We are shorting  

ourselves and missing out when we do not do all that Jesus 

desires from us.  

     Just as I encourage you to give of your time by reading 

your Bible, praying, and being sweet to old people, just as  

I encourage you to give our your talents in service. I  

encourage you to give of your treasure (finances) to support 

Kingdom work through your church, expecting that God will 

do what He said by trusting that He will do a transforming 

work in your heart.    

                                          Saved to Serve, Rusty Thomaston     

                                                     Executive Pastor 
                                                                                                                                     

Blessings in a Box 
     Your donations to provide a Thanksgiving meal for the 

many families at Charles Parker Academy were deeply  

appreciated. The Missions Committee along with Chris, 

Grace, John, Daniel and Meagan Crowell delivered 41  

boxes on November 19. We have even bigger plans for 

next year! Be on the lookout!  

 

     Many thanks to those of you who filled a box (or boxes) 

for Operation Christmas Child. A total of 50 boxes were 

delivered to Samaritan’s Purse by our Missions Committee. 

Your gift will be distributed with countless others to  

children in need around the world together with the  

message of the GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST. Please note 

that we are no longer accepting boxes. If you filled a box 

and haven't turned it in yet, please take it directly to the 

Operation Christmas Child Processing Center at 7100  

Forest Pointe Blvd, Charlotte, NC 28217. 

 
 

Staff Anniversary 
     Congratulations to Lynn Plyler on 34 years! Your hard 

work and passion have a made a lasting impact. Thank you 

for your steadfast commitment. Lynn joined our team on 

December 2, 1991 as Pritchard’s Receptionist and now 

serves as the Executive Assistant for Administration and 

Education. We love and appreciate you! 
 
 

“We give thanks to God always for you….”  

1 Thessalonians 1:2 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

To Our New Members! 

 

12/18 

12/19 

12/19 

12/19 

12/21 

12/22 

12/23 

12/24 

12/25 

12/26 

12/26 

12/27 

12/28 

12/28 

12/28 

12/29 

Matthew Rogers 

Brent Mazingo 

Crystal Urwick 

Elizabeth Mazingo 

Betty Cecil 

Chris Richardson 

Ann Binns 

Perry Holland 

Grace Gusler 

Morgan Jessup 

Teri Sigmon 

Anna Grady 

Chris Wallace 

Jordan Sykes 

Sandy Childers 

Carol Hewitt 

12/1 

12/2 

12/3 

12/3 

12/5 

12/5 

12/5 

12/6 

12/8 

12/11 

12/14 

12/14 

12/15 

12/15 

12/15 

12/16 

Bernice Wilson 

Mike Vaden 

David Fortenbery 

Susie Crowell 

Bill Farson 

Judy Miner 

Lisa Sipe 

Ron Hewitt 

Greg Norman 

Kelly Sun 

Daniel Barrett 

Kaye Talbert 

Jessica Stanfield 

Reggie Ferguson 

Tim Helms 

Madison Bolin 

 

 

 
 

 

      

     We invite you to join us Wednesday, December 10 at 

11:00am for a special morning of music and worship. The 

Sunago Singers will present their Christmas music followed 

by a presentation by our CDC children. The Sunago  

Singers will share 5 beautiful selections chosen specifically 

for this Christmas season. Each piece has been carefully 

selected to lift our hearts, celebrate the hope we all share 

in Jesus Christ, and remind us of the awe and wonder of 

this time of year. We are so excited to sing songs that 

many will recognize and love (along with a few that may 

be new to you) but will surely touch your heart. Our choir 

has been working faithfully to present a program that 

blends joy and worship. 

     Come and let your heart be renewed through the 

sounds of the season, songs that remind us of God’s faith-

fulness, the joy of community, and the hope we all share in 

Christ. It will be a time to pause and celebrate together the 

true meaning of Christmas. Register on Church Center or 

call the office. Cost is $10 if you register by December 4.  

After this date, the cost increases to $12. 

 

 

 

 
             

     Savannah Lewis             Madelyn McNeely & Alex Fink 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  Cole and Piper Mumpasi                    Kelly Sun 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                                    

                                 Kalyn Wells 

We Express Our Love and Sympathy to… 

~ Becky Black and Carolyn Bolin in the passing of their 

cousin, Anita Gillespie. 

~ The family and friends in the passing of Opal Kirby. 



 

 

 

 

Tuesday, December 16 

12:00pm-3:00pm—Pickleball 

6:30pm—Women’s Online Bible Study 

Wednesday, December 17 

6:30am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Tryon House) 

5:30pm-8:00pm—Choir performance at Billy Graham Library 

Thursday, December 18 

6:30am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Jonathan’s in Matthews) 

Friday, December 19 

Saturday, December 20 

5:00pm-7:00pm—More Than Conquerors  

Sunday, December 21...FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

9:00am—Children and Youth Programming 

9:15am—Connect Groups 

10:30am—Worship  

11:30am—Tailgate Outreach 

5:00pm—Blue Christmas Service 

Monday, December 22 

Tuesday, December 23 

6:30pm—Women’s Online Bible Study 

Wednesday, December 24...CHRISTMAS EVE 

6:30am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Tryon House) 

5:00pm—Christmas Eve Service 

Thursday, December 25...CHRISTMAS 

CHURCH OFFICE/CAMPUS CLOSED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, December 26 

CHURCH OFFICE/CAMPUS CLOSED 

Saturday, December 27 

5:00pm-7:00pm—More Than Conquerors  

Sunday, December 28 

9:00am—Children and Youth Programming 

9:15am—Connect Groups 

10:30am—Worship 

Monday, December 29 

6:30pm—Worship Committee Quarterly Meeting (virtual) 

Tuesday, December 30 

Wednesday, December 31 

 

Monday, December 1 

Tuesday, December 2 

10:30am—Women on Mission 

12:00pm-3:00pm—Pickleball 

2:00pm—Afternoon Bible Study Group (Spence home) 

6:30pm—Women’s Online Bible Study 

Wednesday, December 3 

6:30am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Tryon House) 

6:30pm-8:00pm—Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, December 4 

6:30am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Jonathan’s in Matthews) 

10:15am—Sunago Singers  

Friday, December 5 

4:30pm—Light the Night 

Saturday, December 6 

5:00pm-7:00pm—More Than Conquerors  

Sunday, December 7...SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

9:00am—Children and Youth Programming 

9:15am—Connect Groups 

10:30am—Worship/VOTE ON 2026 BUDGET 

11:45am—Personnel Meeting 

Monday, December 8 

6:00pm—Fine Arts Academy Dance Recital 

Tuesday, December 9 

10:00am—See ‘n Sew 

12:00pm-3:00pm—Pickleball 

6:30pm—Women’s Online Bible Study 

Wednesday, December 10 

6:30am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Tryon House) 

11:00am-1:00pm—Sweet Spirits 

6:30pm-8:00pm—Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, December 11 

6:30am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Jonathan’s in Matthews) 

12:00pm—Child Development Center Christmas Pageant 

Friday, December 12 

HIS Class Christmas Lunch 

Saturday, December 13 

Food for Thought Class Christmas Lunch 

2:00pm—Fine Arts Academy Piano Recital 

4:00pm-7:00pm—Pritchard Kids and Families Christmas Party  

5:00pm-7:00pm—Youth Christmas Party 

Sunday, December 14...THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

9:00am—Children and Youth Programming 

9:15am—Connect Groups 

10:30am—Worship  

Monday, December 15 

6:30pm-7:45pm—Deacons Meeting 


